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by talking a little bit abouyour time in Germany as a child, the very
0SIAYYAYyIAXGStt YS + tAGGES oAl | o2dziX

All right. My childhood in Germany was very normal. Until the age of 10, 11 |

lived in middle class home. And | was an only child, unfortunately. Addlld

the things every other child does here and that was just a normal childhood

experience. However, then at age 10, Hitler came to power and that changed

things a bit. People were more afraid and Holocaust started. By the time | was

11t and let me fist go back to the German school system. You have

elementary grades from one to four. And then the population is divided up.

Those that can afford to send their children, the girls to lyceums and the boys to
gKIFEGQa OFffSR 3&Yyl avedayapas highkcéhdos, at NBE 6 K| |
A2NI 2F LINAGFGS KAIK aoOKz22fao ¢tKS2@ QNBE |
fee, a fairly healthy fee. Then there is a third group of people and they can have

a free education, also starting at fifth grade, but thatiedtion is mostly limited

to the three as reading, writing and arithmetic. Their math consists of

arithmetic. No algebra, no geometry, not any of that. No foreign languages, or

at best one. That is the public school education after the fourth gradérga

F3S FTAGS (2 mMniK 2NI MHOK 3INIRSI gKSyS@S|
g2dzf R alre& (GKS@QR 3INIY Rdzr GSo 'YR AU 61 & |
and it cost less. It cost the government less because they had less subjects,

larger classg, not as nice buildings, no chemistry labs, and so on. | was

supposed to go to the lyceum and | started to go, then | guess | was close to 11,

Al Ydzal Kl 98 688y 083688y Woo FyR Won I
was very nice. | had my friendsin grade school, from the first four grades

and | went with them, naturally. And then all of a sudden, after three or four

weeks of that, a new law came out; many laws came out in Germany very

quickly, that the Jewish children whose father possibly wedected into the

FNYe& Rdz2NAYy3I 22NIR 2FNJLX 06dzi 6K2 RAR y2i
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did not fight on the front, only 1% of those children could go into a lyceum class.
There were 2%. It was myself and another child. And they drew lots or
whatever, and they decide the other child could stay and | could not, so | had to
drop out.

And what was the reason they give for that at that time?

L R2y Qi (y2¢> (GKS& GNARSR (G2 3IAQS GKS WS,
possibly could, and it was just an arbitrary German Nazi law.

But nobody questioned it?

b2 2F O02dz2NAS y2i0X K2g Oly @2dz ljdzSadGArzy
So my parents were in a quandary in whatto dowithme2 aSy R YS | g1 & X
lived in Wiesbaden, Germany, a town that is of course at this point widely

known for the army hospital there, but it was a nice town. And we had several

choices, possibly only two actually, three. One, to go to a Jewish school at tha

point there was a Jewish school, however, that school was a Volksschule, one of

those elementary schools that only taught reading, writing and arithmetic. No

foreign languages, no math, and so unlike number three as | stated before. So

that was a veryyery simplified education, which really was not suitable for

anyone that might want to pursue higher education or even leave Germany. |

YSFEYZ Al ¢l a 2dzad f FuhkiohBgNITHer2tie®tNer I NI RS> |
option was for me to go away to Frankfunt somewhere and board there

somewhere and go to school there. There were two very excellent Jewish

schools there, Jewish high schools, | could have gone too, but that was over an

hour away from our hometown by train. And it was felt that ay&@rold you

R2y Q4 e¢lyld (G2 aSyR lFglé& FTNRBY K2YS (KI O
[unintelligible 0:05:03.F which is a boarding school, which we had a Jewish

boarding school in our town. It was run by a couple of teachers and they took

Jewish children, took stwhts, all ages, usually from 10 to the upper grades and

mostly from the upper grades, and gave them a very academic education and

sort of made them little ladies, welbunded ladies, all the nice things that

@ 2dzQNB adzZLJJ2 AaSR G2 (dayBtéddnts, sd Byfparentsit KSe& | f
aFARX a2 St ZunintBligié0:08:5P0R ¢ KENIJGKAYD AlG o1 &
G SiQa aSyR [2NB5 GKSNBzé¢ IyR L ¢Syl GKSI
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there, three actually, one was only pdite. It was run by two lads that lived

there, a French lady who did some of the French classes, and a Ms. Goldstein

who taught all the English, and then there was a Mr. Haupt, who lived in the

town, who was not Jewish, but who taught geography, foreign languages, math,
whatevered S KIF Ry Qi 0SSy Gl dzaKG o0& GKS 23GKSNJ
supposed to be a little housekeeping taught there, and that sort of thing. It was

fine and good. It was very nice, except there was only one other child there. So

this was a school of two chilein and two and a half teachers. So that went on

F2NJ I O02dz2LX S 2F &SI NaO® L KIR Y&XL KIFR |
experience. The other child left and here these two lady teachers were stuck

with this gorgeous building and, of cours& A Ry Qi 1y 26 yeiKAy3 |
mortgages or anything at that time, or taxes and whatever expenses were

entailed, the cook left, and they were still teaching me. And then the man, Mr.

Haupt, was teaching me in his apartment because it was closer and thissway h

RARY QU KIF@S (G2 GNI¥ @St a2 ¥FI N {2 AdG &I ;
So, but after a while, one morning, we got a phone call that the last remaining

teacher in this (inintelligible 0:07:21.phad committed suicide, so that was the

end of thal @ . S50l dzaS aKSXK2g O2dzZ R GKS& | FF2
with one student, no matter how much they would charge, it was impossible.

{2 GKFG ¢sta + atA3akKG akKz20]1 2F O02dz2NBESI |
13, somewhere in that area, prbbo f @ MH @ {2 GKS 20KSNX(GKS
aNX¥p | FdzLddiz aFrAR KIFdG KSQft 3IAGS YS GKS |
gl a LINAGEFGS Gdzi2NAYIAXLINAGIGS (dzi2NAy3 T
went there every morning around 8:15 and | thimkwas a bit lazy and | was

supposed to do some assignments when | came because it would give him a

chance to get up and have breakfast. So | think he got the better part of the

RSIf @ l'YR L KIFIR Y& OflaasSa dzy iRt wmm 2 NJ
R2y Qi NBYSYOSNI gKFEGd L RAR Ay GKS F Fi4SNY;
Hebrew classes in the afternoon. We had that. Hebrew classes were required

by the government, or religious education was a requirement, was part of the

curriculum.

What was the setting for your religious education?

Pardon me?

What was the setting for your religious education?
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lff GKS WSgAaK OKAfRNBY 6SNBEXNBfAIAZ2dzA
which we attended. Like in my grade school, one of the rabbis came in everyday

or Tuesdays and Thursday from 10 to 11 and gave the religious education. As

RAR GKS /IGK2fAO LINASad SRdzOI S GKSXI
Protestant minister tie Protestant children. Eventually that was discontinued,

they moved all the Jewish children, one or two afternoons a week into a public

school. We had our classes there. So there were about 10, 12 children and we

KFER 2dzNXodzi GKF G eéducation we @t NBaybd gokaR WS 6 A & K
good as now, but we had a good Hebrew education.

5AR @2dz KI@S | aSyasS 4 GKFG 13S 2% wmn |
were separate from the Protestants, protestants from the Catholic, did you have

asense that it was any different to be Jewish than it was than the Protestants

had a sense of being different from the Catholics?

Well, of course, because they were separated on purpose. So that each one,
there was no Sunday school. Nan8ay school. All the religion was taught as
part of the curriculum, and the respective ministers attended and when the
classes were over everybody got together again for math or whatever was the
YySEG Oflraad {2 GKSNB NBtftteSOIag8iXKEG:
way it was being done. Then later on we were all together in one school, and

GKSYy (KS WSgAaK OKAfRNBY KIFIR a2Nl 27F |
622 YdzOK 2F Iy AYLINBaairzy 2y YSwas ¢KIF
just a fact that | was very bored. It was a lonesome thing to have private
Gdzi2NRAYy3I FTNRY 3S mn 2Nl mm dzy GAf &2 dzQNB
gl aod {2 L RARYQU KI@S Sy2dzaK O2ydal Ol 4.
| belong toJewish organizations and | had contact with them, and it was a very

limited situation. My education was great in some aspects and poor in others. |

had excellent, excellent instruction in foreign languages. | had good geography

classes. | had fair matlasses. They were nothing to write home about. |
KIRXgKIG RAR L KI @SK L KIFIR OKSYAAGNEBZ
forth. So then at one point in my education, that was pretty late, | must have
been 15, 16 by then. The Jewish schodiremkfurt, there was ahilanthropie

(sp) 0:11:36.R which was a very large, beautiful, old Jewish school. They had a
curriculum that was based on the Cambridge College curriculum in England.
l'YR (GKS& KIFR GKSANIJ OdzZNNAR Oaldftedeviersifrghk L R
GKSY 2NJ 2dzad GKS OdzNNA Odzf dzyz odzi | f ¢
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that was a year and a half and then you get your English matriculation, you were
adzllll2aSR 2 R2 OGKIFGo Lid 61 & wmdioktr 0KI {X;
GKS a0OK22ft @SIFNJ adlFNISR Ay !'LINAEZI YR 4
supposed to go for a few years and ended up because if | had stayed with the
Gdzi2NE L g2dzf R 2dzad O2yGAydzS gA0GK fS&aaz
school degree. Themas no [inintelligible 0:12:28.R which is what one strives

for, nothing at the end, you just stopped. So | went there. It was difficult. It

was twothirds of the classes were taught in English all of a sudden instead of in

German.

Howdid you adjust?

You worked very hard. You worked very hard. It was difficult, but it was

manageable. And of course it was good, for instance, all of their students, they

were all from the[Philanthropie (sp) 0:13:0064 Y2 a4 f e S KSBEKSRBRARYV AKX
have chemistry, so they started with chemistry, | had had chemistry, but they

KFR KFER LIKe&aAlOa YR L RARYQUO KI @S LIKE&A!
A0 NIAY3a gAGK LIKeaAda yR 9y3aftArakK gl ayQi
know anyhing about physics, so | had to pick up physics in a foreign language

FYR Ad ¢l ayQi @SNE Slaeo YR &2dz 62NJ S|
average to good student. It was more for excellent students basically, so those

of us that were average tgood worked hard at it, but it was manageable.

Where did the motivation come from in that setting? In other words, you
YSYGA2yYSR K2¢g RAFFAOAAZ O AG o1 ax GKSNB KI

Well, you wanted an educationYou knew you had to leave Germany and |

wanted something to conclude my education. This would have given me the

finishing touches so that | could start college or could start vocationally or

careerwise or something, but you had to do something. Andparents, said

GKFiQa | 3A22R ao0OKz22f a2XFyR L Sy22&SR o
classroom with 20 other kids. | lived with a very nice family that had young

LIS2 L So L 2dzald Sye22eSR Ado L @b aAOlff
back to the tutoring with the teacher that | was sick and tired of, you know what

I mean? Can you visualize yourself with one teacher for years and years and

years and years? That would get on your nerves.
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So | think at that point we rght break and come back.

Okay.

Did you miss being away from your parents?

Not that much. | mean it was five days a week. | mean, | was a teenager and |

was glad for the independence | had.

What were someofi KS 2 i KSNXRAR

school with a lot of other kids?

I 02dz2LX S 2F (KSYO®

LdQa

@g2dz KI &S |

KINRZ L

f 210

gl a

and yeah | had a few friends, two or three friends, and | waadiy, very close

gAUK a2YS 2F (KS

LIS2 LX S

dKFG L f

ADS

organist in our town and | liked her very much. And she took stee belonged
to music groups and she would take me along to her music groups and that was
veryinteresting. | met very nice, interesting people there. So it really was a
GSNE 3I22R SELISNASYyOSO®

O2dzZA R KI @S> L ¢g2dAf R KI @S R2yS

there and | didrairly well, but it was complicated.

Okay.

Okay.
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fact that you had this drive to succeed and excel, at what point going through

thist youmentioned starting off basically at the age of 10 or 11 with your
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developed by this time, an awareness of the education that had been lacking.
Was just sort of a gradual press?

Well, | suppose | grew up feeling that education was a very, very important

thing. That | had to have an education in order to succeed in life in order to live
independent, halfway decent living, to make a decent living and liveod life,

@2dz KIR (2 KIF@S Iy SRdZOFiA2Yy ® ¢CKIFGQazx |
the thing was to get through school of some sort.

So we have you now grappling with a foreign language and taking science
O2dzNBESE | yRX

Science courses in a foreign language, can somebody try that. It is not easy.
Also English and French in a foreign language. | mean almost everything, 80%

gla R2YS Ay | F2NBAIAYy (I y3Adzad 3So L dKAY"
were not. But onavorked hard and one hung in there. And in German schools
@2dz 62N] KIF NR® . SF2NB GKFG L RARYyQO KI ¢

4

{2 ¢S KFr@S @&2dz G2 0G+r1S UGUKS&aS RAFTTFAOMzZ G

Yeah, right. Okay, but then Novemiddith, 1938 came, and the Holocaust

really started full strength there, and | picked up that morning and went home,

but we knew a lot of people were in concentration camps, one was afraid of

being in the subway, on the bus, on the train, everywhere, buademy way

home. Meanwhile, my parents were taking English lessons, and one of the

ladies from that school thaupintelligible 0:18:18.Jthat | went to originally,

dza SR (G2 32 GKSNBE SOSNE ¢KdzZNBERFEZ Al 41l &
Kristallnacht,thedd 6 ST2NB YNRadl ffyl OKG 2NJ 6KS R
which, it was a day after | think. The businesses were all destroyed and all that

sort of thing. And on the way to our house, | met this French teacher and the

FANRG GKAYy3a LUESWNRIGE2 KENEK(GKEE 2 aKS al
KS KIFa y20 0SSy AYLINRa2YSR®E ae& FI GKSNJ
us at that time, was two men. So by the time | got home, mother told me that

my father had left the house and was going tovtiéh friends somewhere.

2 KSNB:X (KSe& RARyQil SEIFIOGte 1y2s0 2 Sftfx



Interviewer:

Lore Oppenheim:

Interviewer:

Lore Oppenheim:

expect that some way they would go there and try and capture him because

LIS2 LY SXbtT Aax GKSe g2ddZ R O02YS Ayid2 GKS |
into concentration camp. So my uncle had went to the hospital quick and got a

hernia operation that day. He figured he was safe there and he needed hernia

operation anyhow, or prostate | think it was. Okay, he had an operation, and

my father left to bewith friends and he stayed away a few days and then he

came back, but he was all right, he was not taken into concentration camp, but

that was a conclusion of that education for me.

Well, how did you know? You said that you knew this wapéaing. Was it
word of mouth? Obviously, the press was controlled.

Yes, of course. Of course, everybody knew right away what was happening.

tKSe (ySeXiKS odzarAySaa ¢l a RSaitNReSRO [
the windows. My panats had a wholesale food business, and that was all
RSaiNRE&SRO® ¢KS& O2dz RyQid 3I2 o6k 01 UKSNB
You knew that. You knew everything was happening. All the pedpére

were telephones. People were arrested...

It would just seem that it would be so unbelievable that you would question
GKSOGKSNE |INB @&2dz adzNB 320 GKS &ad2NEB NR I

2 Sttty GKFIGQa ¢gKeé L ¢Syl K2YS NRIKOG gl &
that was the end of that sclwd. So then | stayed home for a while. Now, what

am | going to do? Then, at that point it became very, very imperative that we

did everything we possibly could to get out of Germany. We had tried to get an
American visa before, but we were denied besad had a rash on my leg. It

was a new dermatitis, and the doctor also said my father had a heart condition.

Well, my father never in his life had a heart condition and he lived to the age of

MM L R2y Qi GKAY]l GKS REricCdnédostbrinK2 f A DS
Germany who lived hard and fast could possibly have lived to a 101. But the

visa was denied us and that was not very fair because we were basically healthy

of course, but there was a lot of graft going on as to visas, American visas.

Pele had numbers, quota numbers, and when our quota number came up,

Myon a2YSGKAYy3 gKIGSOHSNI AL o6 axeS gSNB |
lot of graft had been going on with money and sex and everything else. 1 think it
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was more sex and money. And sdhat are we going to do now? There are all

1AYR&a 2F AYyGSNBadAy3a adz2NrRSa O2YAy3a G2 o
FFGSNI I FS¢ 6SS1a G K2YSsE L ¢la 3ASHGaGAY:
SRAOFGA2yXL ySSR (2 tBI NYNBRYP (A2 2@ ONE E ¢
GAYS L 61L& mp 2N mco L OFyQl 32 &az2YSsl
2NJ KSf L) adzLJLI2 NI Yeé LI NByilaz &2dz K @S G2
1y26 yeddKAYy3 G2 YIS | fAQAyh&lth: [ d¢ { 2
was always interested in children, so then an opportunity opened up of a

OKAf RNByQa 2NLKIyYyIlI3S (KId ¢2dA R G1F1S S
GF1S OFNB 2F OKAfRNBYyI K2g G2 GF1S OF NB
theirfreehd LI YR 6S LI &SR GdzAdA2y +a 6Stt o

of an education, but it was a practical education. Now, | went there and it

lasted, it was also a couple of years of course, and lasted for about a year or so

that | went. | enjoyed itl enjoyed working with children very much and | again

was with peers, with people my age, which was very nice and | made friends, of

course. It seems that | was always searching for situations where there were

peers my age. So what happened then? Wailrute. Okay, and after a year

or so my parents finally found a way of leaving Germany, and that was an
AYGSNBaGAy3a aG2NRoO® b2a¢x OFy L 3I2 Ayiz2 |

Please.

XaSLI NF¥ridS &adz2NBK ad Y2 imkigri#ido the N2 § K SNJ |
Dominican Republic. My uncle was a specialist in fertilizer production and he

got a very good job with the government making fertilizer out of bird droppings

and various other chemical things. My aunt was a piano teacher and she taught

0KS LINBAARSY(iQa OKAfR LAlIYy2® CKIFO o1 &
driving out into the country with a native chauffer, and in sort of the middle of

the country, middle of nowhere, he sees there was a car that had broken down,

and again a native chéfer and a Caucasian person was in that car. So my uncle
aFARY GOKSNB IINB y20 Ylyeé F2NBA3Iy LIS2LIH
KSt Libé {2 KS ¢Syl G2 GKS OFNJIFYR KS &l ;
[unintelligible 0:24:41 may I giveé 2 dz | NA RSK . 2dz YSSR | N
alARZ ahK &8S&a3X LQR 0SS a2 3ANI GSTFdzA G2 &2
OFNJ ONRB1S R2gys GKSNBQa y2 2yS KSNB G2
LQff 0SS KI LR (2 yootdi thiticariamd®dn thewByhe ¢ ' YR
G2f R Y& dzyOft Sz KS alrARYX GLYOARSydGlrtftex |
Dominican Republic. | think you saved my life, if | can ever do a favor to you,

L SFasS fSi YS (y26d¢ { 2 meradbig yoOMyS Al ARX
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sister and brothetin-law and their daughter have a visa to the Dominican

wSLJdzof AOFY 06SOFdzaS GKSe& O2dzZ RyQid 3ISid 2y
order to come to the Dominican Republic, they need a transit visa through the

United Staes because the boat goes via New York, and they cannot get
GKFGXKF@S (GNRBdzotS 3ISGaG4Ay3 GKFG ONFXyard o
CNIy]FdzNI FyR LQff NNFYy3IS F2NJ 6KSY G2 |
jumped ahead.

Gobd®] (2 6KSNBE @2dzONB O2YTF2NIilo6fS AGK A

hll eo® {2 GKAA aid2NE OlFYS aSO2yRXUGKS ai:
GKS OKAfRNBYyQa K2YS> S 46SNB GNRBRAy3a (2
Dominican Republic. | think it was alredadg Dominican Republic. And we

were going through Lisbon and Italytaly was at that time not in the warby

United States to the Dominican Republic. We got as far as, | think, Munich. |

R2Yy QO NBYSYOSNI g6KAOK (26y ¢Saddf@edS A2 Ay 3.
way. Okay, we got as far as Munich. They took all the Jewish people off the

train and said we were supposed to go through Italy, not Lisbon, through

ltalyr G K G €t XLGFf& KFEa SYdSNBR GKS g1+ NJ gA
more Jewish2 LI S YI & SyuGSNJ LGFE&T &2dz KI @S &
{2 6S RARYyQU KI @S I OK2AOSO® L KFER 0SSy
wherever we were supposed to go, and | was running a high fever on top of it

all. And so we got off the trainvent into the train dining room of the station,

KFR I Odzld 2F O2FFSS YR GNASR G2 TFA3IdzNB
G2 32 ol O1 @ L adlFNIGSR G2 32 G2 GKS I R;
course at that point, one is very paranoiddavery, very suspicious. The
I3SyGatSYly aG2LIISR YS YR KS alARZ a9EOQdz
CSRSNI GA2y dé tKSe t2@0S GKIGo® Gl I S &2
FNBE @2dz 2y GKS gF& 2dzi 2F DSNX¥Iye&Ké L Q
G ,aSpé | S &aFlARZ G2Sfttx ¢S KIFI@S K2dzaay3a ¥
YFTS FINNYy3ISYSyida a2 (GKIFIG @2dz O2dzZ R 0SS
. S0l dzaS @2dz RARY QiU KIFI@S GAO1SdGa 2N IFyeil
gAGK &2 dzd { thave rdudh, YN8 indnéy dvasRitirig yh @ Germany

bank somewhere in your hometown, but you have with you was a few dollars,

$4 or whatever, but | did also have the house key because | forgot to leave at

K2YSao {2 6S &l ARXZ dh1 lakd B daysylaier weS  LJdz  dz:
went back home. Well, back home already two other families were in our

F LI NGYSYyGs 0SOFdzaS @2dz O2dz R 2yfeXgS KI |
permitted only one room, one or two rooms per family to live in. So they were
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already, wdlwe were three families in there and my uncle in this three

bedroom apartment. So, what could we do? We went back and we adjusted to

life and stayed in Germany until another opportunity should arise. Meanwhile

again, yeah, | was stranded educatise, what was | going to do next? You

R2y Qi (1y26 6lyldG G2 KFEy3a I NRdzyR G K2YSo
G2 GSIOK YS G2 0S02YS ty lFaaradadltyd Ay |
liked that, but then he left or whatever happened. He leftddhat petered out.

{2 L RSOARSR G2 06S02YS | ydaNESZ FyR L $§\
hospital in Berlin, which was fine, which | enjoyed and | liked it and it went for

about a year. And then all of a sudden, they chose people or the hospdal

GKFG G GKFG LRAyGXakKz2dZ R L 32 o6F 01 G2
stay on the tape? It stays on. Okay, by that time my uncle had given a ride to

this American consul and he had made arrangements to get visas again for us

through Frankiirt over Dominican Republic and it was just a matter of trying to

FAYR | o02F0XFAYRAY3I (GA01SGa 2y GKS o2l
GKIFIGxE a2 GKSe (1ySeXiKS K2aLAidlt (1ySs (KI
few months or few weeks to gektS NB @& {2 GKIFG NBlLfte gl ay
GSNBE | a1SRXGKSe alARIZ a,2dz Oly {(SSL) &2dz
a0dzRSYy G ydzZNASa (GKIG @2dz O2dzZ R &aLJ NB F2NJ
1y26Ay3 GKIG L 61 ay Qi thepiskgdIne.(iSd fodali I @ (1 KS|
few days | was winding spools in a factory.

Spools of thread?

Spools of thread. Yeah, it was a thread factory. So | did that and my mother

aFARX a, 2dzQNB O2 YAy 3a K2 YSmmyigadon, yauS QNBE 32
02YS K2YS IyR atlé K2YSz ¢S ¢6Iyd &2dz NA:
So | went home and | stayed there and then meanwhile this gentleman from the
Dominican Republic, the American consul, had arranged for our visas and we

actually @t on a train to leave Germany again. Now, that was 1941. You see,

S a0 NISR 2dzi Ay Woy ¢A0K (GKAA GNBAY3I |
gl a ! dz3dzad X! dzZ3dzad Wnwmo 2S gSyid FyR G
the last train, as it turned ouyto the last boat that left Germany. | mean it was

GKIFG Ot2aS8Se 2SS RARYQO (1y2¢ AlG gl a GKIG
Germany through France, through Spain, through Portugal, into Lisbon. And the
interesting thing was that every time the trasopped somewhere for some

reason, probably to change engines or something, we had to pull all the shades

down in the train so that nobody could look and see all those Jews leaving

Germany. Yeabh, it was all part of persecution. They found every httle X S @ S NEB
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little way of persecuting people, to persecute, and they did. And so we finally

YIRS Al G2 [Aaoz2y FYyR 6S YIRS AG 2y (KS
very nice boat except that we were downstairs in dormitories. Men and women
dormitoriest YR YAESR R2NXYAG2NAS&ES Al NBlFIffe R
to the dormitories, now we only had a transit visa for the United States. We

GSNB y20iXsS RAR y2i KIF@S lye @ral G2 ail
one boat and immediately go on the next boat and leave for the Dominican

Republic once we hit the New York harbor. Okay, we hit New York Harbor, what
KFELIWISyaxXikKS 6F N KFR 0S8S02YSXL KAyl GKS !
war yet, but it was coming close to entering the war. We edign Labor Day

Mmpnm AY bSg | 2N] @ 2SS O2dzZ RyQili SYOolFN] 0!
AKAL) 62dzf R KIS KIRX (KSe& g2dAZ R KI @S KI |
stayed on the boat an extra day, and then instead of getting unto the boat to

the Dominicarw S LJdzo f A OX G KS LRt AGAOFE aAdGdz GAzy
dza 2y 9fftAa LatlyR® ¢tKS®@ RARYQUG 1VY26 |«
cannot use your transit visa, you cannot leave the States. You could have

looked, you could be looking into the Hoar, looked in our boats and could be

allkAy3a 2y dzao 2SS g2y Qi tSG &2dz 2dzi ¢ (
G2 32 G2 GKS 52YAYAOlIY wSLWzotAO Ay (KS
So we stayed on Ellis Island, which was not badagaih | got a little bit of

education because there was a nurse who was teaching me to take care of
AYFlLEYyGao b2¢> AG 61+ a y2aXL 1ySé K2g¢ (2
with infants there, and they were very happy to let me babysit and increase m
SELINASYOS Ay GF1Ay3a OFINB 2F AyFlyida &A
{2 FFGSNJ I 62dzi AAEX6S 6SOFYS FTNASYRE & |
lo2dzi &aAE 6S5S1ax (GKS& &FARX ahilé&z &2dz «
odzii @2 dzOR2 Y QUISHN I ySy i ¢2NJAy3a LISNYAGDE
LISNY¥AGAZ L R2y Qi l[dAdS NBYSYoSNI SEI Oit @
were allowed to work somehow in certain situations, but not in others. So there

gra 2yS FrYAfe GKS N blotheRn-lawlive Bigre anch K Y& & |
they have three children, they need a baby nurse. One of them is a baby, could

@2dz L SI aSK 22dA R 82dz 6S AYGSNBailSRKE
career as baby nurse. And then got to the United Stateswiag.

AlG G221 GKNBS @SFNm G2 3Sa 2dzi:.
FNBR 2F GKIFIG K2NNBNJ FYR (Syaizy |

. 2dz al AR
KN e s

Uy ¢

N

Very nervewracking. It was a very nerveracking experience ahbecause
82dzONB | FNIFAR 2F SOSNER f2dzR F220ad0SL) (KI



because you think somebody is going to come and get you, yourself, your

father, your mother, or somebody else. You had to pass the house where the

Nazis were holdig prisoners at times, it was on the road to visiting a girl friend,

so it was a very frightening experience, very nemracking, where everybody

is very, very tense. One of the things we had to do was pull down-black

AaKIFRSa | yR @ 2 ghtdh? lfyplRyEm id a ridamNd/turr:-on the

light on the black out shade, this could be your death. They could imprison you

FYR GKSYy {(Aff @&2dz F2NJ GKIFGX 06SOldzaS GKS
lffEASR LXFySa G2 0O2YS redlly Ak Onek SonmEdes I YR
Ay GKS K2dzaS 6+t 1SR Ayidi2 | O0SRNR2Y>Z FfAl
down yet. And a warden came, all these volunteer wardens that were hanging

around came and said, oh, blah, blah, blah, it was big deal. But féoetynthe

thing was smoothed over and nothing happened. But you never know when
Fye@GKAY3 A& F2Ay3 G2 KFLLISYyd . 2dz YSBSNJ
or anything, it went on for years, it was a very newsacking experience. But

also one of theltings | resented so very much was that | was deprived of any

kind of normal teenage years. There was no normalcy to my life. There were no
boyfriends around because most everyone was gone; | think | had a date one or

two times. The girls that | likeddim other schools that were nedewish, of

course they would pass you right by the street and look straight in your eye and

not smile or see anything. So you lost all those friends and your Jewish friends
gradually all left and it was a very horrible expe8 y OS® L aidAff NBaSy
one of the things | resent the most, that you were deprived. There is a period of
ANRGAY3I dzLJ FNRY 3S wmn G2 wm GKIG LQY Y.
SY2(0A2Y 3ANBGAY3I dzLJ G FEQA2NI KB GSDERIPA
fAFSSET YR LQY GFt1Ay3 (2 20KSNI I 2f 20+ dza
KIS YAaaSRo L RARYQUG KIFI@S Ftye 2F GKS |
'YR L ¢l ad Ay DSNXIFye flad edioNKiGg2 &SIk NJ
Switzerland and | went there for two days to my hometown, two and a half

days, actually. | spent two and a half days in Germany. And | was full of anger,

really. 1 would cash a traveler check in a bank that my father used to deal with.

IpickR GKIFdG oFyl G2 OFakK Yeé GNI @St SNRa OKS
areAy3azr a L ¢lad RSIEAY3I gA0GK GKSYZ a2 K:
KSNB o ¢KAA Aad 2dzNBA d¢ L ¢Syd Ayda2 2dzNJ |
YStyid (2 oud¥ave doxidht thiatipicture, | thought of it too late. And

there is this three large, large apartments and two little apartments, one on top

and one on bottom. | walked up there and there were 24 units in that building.

Two very large ones and theytaip all the rest of it, like our floor, our

apartment was an entire big floor, they cut that up into any number of units.

'YR L ¢F €1 dzZlJ GKSNB:X (GKS GKAy3 f221SR &;:
was with a cousin who grow up with me, and he had osttaded this very

carefully, and so on and so forth. And | walked up the street, which | thought
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always was a long street that would take me about 10 minutes to walk up, and

KSNBE gAGKAY FTAGS YAydziSa LQY adlryRAYy3I A
Gft FNBRZ GKIFIG t221a tA1S 2dzNJ K2dzaS> o6dzi
Everything that seemed like a big distance and today it looks real close together.

L R2Yy Q0 1y2¢ osKe | 20 2F LIS2LX S KIgS al
was beautifuly restored, repainted, nothing had happened to it. The little
I NRSyYy GKIG 6S KIFEIRX¢S KFR | 3IFNRSY o6K2 |

were only about three feet high, made delicious pears and other fruit and

flowers, something that was carefully noured because it was a small garden,

gra LI NyJAy3 200 'YR L ¢l €1 dzLJ 6KS ai
FYR GKSNB Aa | FANIXFYR L 221 | NRdzyRXZ |
with closed doors. So finally somebody came and lookedeadjuestioningly

FYR &aFARXZ G/ Fy L KSf LI &2dxK 2 KFG R2 @2dz
f AGS KSNBO® L 2dzaid olylG G2 asSSsS oKIFG AG
2dzi 2F GKS ¢6AyR2ga (2 3ISG GKS IhkeBg > 0 dzi
at me. She opened the door to her apartment, she opened it about 10 inches,

slithered in and slammed the door shut and locked it.

So | want to go into that a little more, but come back for the moment because
GSONB G(NRPAYAKE20KBBYRUXKAKROIT 2NRSNI (2 GF
,2dzOQNB 2y 9fftAa LaftlryR YR @2dzQNB G 1 AY:

Okay. Right. And then | took the job as the baby nurse. And that went fine and
GKSyYy L (221 XLamiy(sik @oBtRs owsh, arkd thénK dedided to

take a better paying job because | knew baby nurses, young ones, were in

demand. So | took another job with another family, just taking care of one child.

This was three children, including two teenagerd ane not very healthy baby.

And | took a job with another one with a physician and that was fine. And as |

was growing into my very late teens and maybe closer to 20, | said to myself,

G2 KIFIG 1TAYR 2F ftAFS A& GKAAK dzaS QI QW 2yuS BS
FNBES Ay GKS S@Syiay3aaz 2N 2y0S 2N igA0S |
K2g OFy L RIFIGST K2g OFYy L YSSiXKz2g OFy |
2F 20KSNJ @2dzy3a LIS2LX S FyR G4KSe& Iff KIFIR
to work in offices or stores. | liked to work with children, and | said to myself,
2SStttz L 3IdzSaa L o6SGGSNI ISG Fy SRdzOF G A2
find some sort of an education where | could finish off with a diploma or license
orsomeK Ay 3¢ {2 L £t221SR FNRBdzyR GKS @I NA?2
friends who knew the field quite well, and decided to study occupational

therapy, to go to college. The first thing | did was wanting to go to college.
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28tfsx L RARY®@®G Golsyd @2 3@8yAKTH 26 R2K L R
GKAY1AY3 2F ydz2NEAY3IS YR GKFEG RARY QG | dz
Colombia University and | really did not have the credentials for college with all

(KS a0K22fAy3 L KIRFGEIB&mEfLRRRRPAOGKKD
diploma. | had like 12 years of one kind of class and eight years of another kind

2F OflL&aa yR 2dzad 6l a a2 YAE dz2) GKFG / 21
finish your high school education before you can dodds L aFARX aL KI
8SIFNEBR 2F O2ftfS3S Ay &a2YS 2F GKS &dzoa2S0i:
then | decided, okay, | have decided, | waited a little bit longer, decided to go

into occupational therapy. Because nursing really, | was afraiddbes again

would not do well with having my own family. The pediatrician of the child |

G221 OFNB &l éasx da2Keé R2 @2dz glyd G2 32 |
gl ylhoe L &FARX db23x GKIYy|l @&2dzd L ¢l yd
youd yQi o6S f2elft (G2 (G462 FlIYAfASadE {2 Y
nursing really was at a premium, | mean | could have made all kinds of money as

I o0l o& ydzZNESZ o6dzi L RARYQO gtyd G2 aitao
living with. 1 liked tht very much it was a young family and that was fine. | also

learned English there and | learned to become American, as Americanized as

possible. It was a very good entry. Something | recommend for the Russian

families. It was a good way of getting dge things. And I finally explored

occupational therapy and NYU, New York University, was teaching it, and so |
RSOARSR (G2 320 ¢tKS& alARX 2SStttz 21lez
you need to finish up high school credits before. You lynieen enough

ONBRAGA Ay 9y3AfAAKI &2dz2QNB YAaaiay3ad | o2dz
credits to miss.

(7))

2 KSy 6SNB 82dz adzlll2aSR G2 068 R2AYy3I GKAA.

Well, | decided to do it simultaneously. Idedde L Q@S 320 G2 3ISaG ai
2NJ 0KS 230KSNW® L aFARX ahitresx LQfft adl NJ
a0K22f ONBRAGA Fta L 32 Fft2y3ax¢ o06SOldasS |
which | would take, that already helped me along wifits high school English,

a2 L R2y Q0 KIF@S G2 3A2XL 4l ayQd | o2dzi G2
in funds. | have to figure out how | was going to use the funds that | had earned
GKAES L g1 & oloe ydz2NEAY 3 |y Rionggfromd NSy ( &
GKSY® ¢tKSe gSNB KFEGAy3a + KIENR GAYS 27F |
SFaASNI AT L RAR AG aAavdzZ GlyS2dzateo L
lygK2¢gx L adFNISR GKIG 'yR GKSy Y@ | RO
speck f AGdzZRSy (G odzi Fa GAYS Syl 2y &akKks

r

T« > X«
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And you start off with one curriculum, you get a sheet as a freshman. They say,

in order to graduate in 1950 in occupational therapy, you have to have so many

courses of psycholfy, so many of anatomy, so many of physiology and all those
GKAYy3Iao YR (KSy ySEG &SI N GKSe RSOARS:
YSEG &addzRSyida Go2 &SIENBR fFGSNE fSiQa OKI
change their curriculum very @h. But once you have your green sheet with

g2dzz 2NRAIAYILf OdzNNA Odzf dzy &2 dzQNB & dz01 4.
GAGK | OdzNNA Odzft dzY YR Y& | ROA&A2NI RAR y2i
g2dzf Ry Qi KI @S Lzl dzLJ gdolstaykin the Bdhooliafdl { @ Ly
was going to continue one way or the other, so eventually | went to one of

GK2as8 O02tf83S LINBL)I a0K22fa yR SELIX I AyS]
can help you get your high school credits for all those courses ityend

Of FaasSa FT2NJ Gg2 6SS1azé + ftAYAOGSR | Y2dzy
08 (KSyo YR (GKSYy &a2YS2yS G aOKz22f &l .
French and you can make up three or four credits in French. And | had English

credits | mae up in the school, and then German credits | made up somehow

too, so | really made French and German credits up without going back to

school, by taking the entrance exams, the regions exams, New York regions

exams, which were difficult. Andthe English, 61221 GKS O2dz2NESa®
you take the courses and you should be able to pass the exam, then we will give

82dz ONBRAGXZE AG 61 aA Iy | OONBRAGSR aoOK22i
2yS RIFIe L OFYS {2 Y& I Re@iaalyNEk L &l ARX &

How long did all this process take?

tg2s GKNBS &SIHNEO® g t£Slrad Ge2 &SIHNEO®
YEONROdzZE FGAYy3 Y263 SOSNRBUOKAY3I KIFIA 0SSy
YSIEYSKAESSE FyYyRI@wSe {Ry¥pQe2F GKSY R2y Qi |
0§KS OdzNNR Odzf dzY @€ {2 6S RARYQG tA1S (GKS
pressed anger by the advisor. We eventually got it all straightened out and | got

my five years of education as an occupatiofa& NJ LJA a G Ay Of dzZRAYy 3 Y
months of clinical affiliation. | got all that done. Meanwhile, | thought | could

work, do some of this high school stuff and take maximum amount of credits,

GKAOK gl ayQd I INBFriSad ARSlgampdzi | yegsgl
diploma and became an occupational therapist and got my job. And that was
gKIEG L ¢FyiSRo L 6lydSR I @20FGA2ys |

200dzLI GAZ2YFE OGKSNI LAAGOD LQY @SNE 3t R |
hard for the education, but it was all very, very much worthwhile. And | think
KOG LQY GNRBRAYy3A G2 LINRPGS Aa GKFEG y2 Y4
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gl yi SRdOIGA2Yy ol Rte Sy2dAaK &2dz NBFEfe&
LQY OSNBE. LINBdZR 27

{2 +d GKFG LRAY(G €2dz 6SNBXKF@PAyYy3a KIFIR (K
you received them

However | received them.

You were able to at that point you were not lacking at all in the training and
backgraind and so forth?

hK y2o . 2dz O2dzZ RYyQd 3ANI RdzZ-dS FyR AdQa |
registered with the American Occupational Therapy, so | was then licensed in
the state of Tennessee and | have all my credentials. | mead,thbse in

Mppnz L FAylLtte 332G GKIFGo LEf NRAIKGS A
NEOSAGBSXL KFER F y2N¥XIFf SRdzOIFIGAZ2Y FNRBY M
2NJ WooX L KIFIR I y2NX¥If SR dz0gstufkfeoy o ¢ KSYy

1933 to 19B, and then ended up again with a normal ending to my education.

Now, 1950, what transpired at this point for you?

2Sffx L G221 | 220 la y 200dzLd GA2y Lt G
Cerebral Palsy of Passaic, N#wsey in an outpatient clinic and | work there for

I &SI N ¢KSYy AyuSNBadGAy3ate Syz2dAK:I LQY
hospitals and | have my affiliations in hospitals, but | decided to work in schools.

What brought you to thatlecision just because there were so many?

Well, | wanted to work with the children. | wanted long term, | wanted to see
my patients longer than for six weeks or eight weeks or three months that they
were in the hospital, and thenthey o2 YS X @2 dzQf f yS@SNI aSS
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R2y Qi (y2¢ K2g FIN GKSe& KIFI@S 320G4Sy o L
disability patients. So | decidednd also the hours are betterand so at first |
worked in outpatient clinic then | took a job in the southNew York with the
a0K22ft aeadsSYy IyR L tA1SR GKIGZ ¢
GKSy o6& GKFGd GAYS L KIFIR YIFENNASR |
first few years until this child was three years old. Three and g#ait old
and could go to a good Jewish day school in New Youkintglligible
0:52:35.8. And then | took a job with the school system, New York school
aeaidsSy Ay [2y3 LatlryR 2y . Ne2lfeys FyR |
for handicapped chilen as part of the public school. Took that until my second
OKAfR OFYSs o0& UGKIFIGXGKSY ¢S Y2O0SRI GKSYy
moved to Nashville from New York.

S adl NJ
YR L KI

What timeframe are we talking about now?

MPpTXQpySR 68y Yieddp y @ a® RIFdZAKGSNI gl a 062N
S Y2@OSR Ay {SLISYOSNI Wpy> w2akK || akKlyl |
GKSY L RARYQG 62N] F2NJ I FSg &SIFENE 2N |
back to work and | worked at Junior Leaddmme for Crippled Children two

days a week, again with handicapped children.

2 KFG ONRdAZAKG @2dz G2 bl akKgAiattSK . 2dz al @
just came to Nashville, what was the decision that

Well, it was ausiness proposition for my husband. He wanted to work here

with my brother and sistein-law, and they had a factory and they were anxious

for him to join them because they wanted someone from the family to be

involved with the business. So it was a g@pportunity, it was a good stepping

stone for them and for us because my husband was in the jewelry business and

bS¢ ,2N] 6layQid @GSNEBR 3F22R |4 GGKFG GAYSO
after, when my daughter was about three and a half or three

somas KSNBXIFyeK2¢> LINRPolofeé |o62dzi Go2d L

AN YOX. Aff 2Af1SNB2Y KIFIR 320404Sy | 3ANF yi
there until that grant was used up and then | took a tday week job at Junior
League Home for Crippled€fi RNBYy > FyR (GKSy F2NJ I GKAT S

was busy with my own children, and then | went with public health, Tennessee






