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Interviewer: ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǊŜ hǇǇŜƴƘŜƛƳΣ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜƎƛƴ 

by talking a little bit about your time in Germany as a child, the very 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΧǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘΧ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: All right.  My childhood in Germany was very normal.  Until the age of 10, 11 I 

lived in middle class home.  And I was an only child, unfortunately.  And I did all 

the things every other child does here and that was just a normal childhood 

experience.  However, then at age 10, Hitler came to power and that changed 

things a bit.  People were more afraid and Holocaust started.  By the time I was 

11τand let me first go back to the German school system.  You have 

elementary grades from one to four.  And then the population is divided up.  

Those that can afford to send their children, the girls to lyceums and the boys to 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƎȅƳƴŀǎƛǳƳΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƙave today as high schools, as 

ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ǉŀȅ ŀ 

fee, a fairly healthy fee.  Then there is a third group of people and they can have 

a free education, also starting at fifth grade, but that education is mostly limited 

to the three as reading, writing and arithmetic.  Their math consists of 

arithmetic.  No algebra, no geometry, not any of that.  No foreign languages, or 

at best one.  That is the public school education after the fourth grade starting 

ŀƎŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƻ млǘƘ ƻǊ мнǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜΣ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊΧǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ млǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΣ 

and it cost less.  It cost the government less because they had less subjects, 

larger classes, not as nice buildings, no chemistry labs, and so on. I was 

supposed to go to the lyceum and I started to go, then I guess I was close to 11, 

ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ψоо ŀƴŘ Ψоп ŀƴŘ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 

was very nice.  I had my friends from grade school, from the first four grades 

and I went with them, naturally.  And then all of a sudden, after three or four 

weeks of that, a new law came out; many laws came out in Germany very 

quickly, that the Jewish children whose father possibly were inducted into the 

ŀǊƳȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƎƘǘΧŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƻƴǘƭƛƴŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΣ 



did not fight on the front, only 1% of those children could go into a lyceum class.  

There were 2%.  It was myself and another child.  And they drew lots or 

whatever, and they decide the other child could stay and I could not, so I had to 

drop out. 

 

Interviewer: And what was the reason they give for that at that time? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜy 

possibly could, and it was just an arbitrary German Nazi law. 

 

Interviewer: But nobody questioned it? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: bƻΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǿǎ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ  

So my parents were in a quandary in what to do with me.  ¢ƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀǿŀȅΧǿŜ 

lived in Wiesbaden, Germany, a town that is of course at this point widely 

known for the army hospital there, but it was a nice town.  And we had several 

choices, possibly only two actually, three.  One, to go to a Jewish school, at that 

point there was a Jewish school, however, that school was a Volksschule, one of 

those elementary schools that only taught reading, writing and arithmetic.  No 

foreign languages, no math, and so unlike number three as I stated before.  So 

that was a very, very simplified education, which really was not suitable for 

anyone that might want to pursue higher education or even leave Germany.  I 

ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǿΧŦƻǊ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜΣ ǘƻƻ ƭƻǿ-functioning.  Then the other 

option was for me to go away to Frankfurt or somewhere and board there 

somewhere and go to school there.  There were two very excellent Jewish 

schools there, Jewish high schools, I could have gone too, but that was over an 

hour away from our hometown by train.  And it was felt that a 10-year-old you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

[unintelligible 0:05:03.5], which is a boarding school, which we had a Jewish 

boarding school in our town.  It was run by a couple of teachers and they took 

Jewish children, took students, all ages, usually from 10 to the upper grades and 

mostly from the upper grades, and gave them a very academic education and 

sort of made them little ladies, well-rounded ladies, all the nice things that 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƻƪ day students, so my parents 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ώunintelligible 0:05:45.0ϐΣέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ  

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜƴŘ [ƻǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƴƛŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 



there, three actually, one was only part-time.  It was run by two ladies that lived 

there, a French lady who did some of the French classes, and a Ms. Goldstein 

who taught all the English, and then there was a Mr. Haupt, who lived in the 

town, who was not Jewish, but who taught geography, foreign languages, math, 

whatever elǎŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ 

supposed to be a little housekeeping taught there, and that sort of thing.  It was 

fine and good.  It was very nice, except there was only one other child there.  So 

this was a school of two children and two and a half teachers.  So that went on 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ƘŀŘ ƳȅΧL ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

experience.  The other child left and here these two lady teachers were stuck 

with this gorgeous building and, of course, I ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

mortgages or anything at that time, or taxes and whatever expenses were 

entailed, the cook left, and they were still teaching me.  And then the man, Mr. 

Haupt, was teaching me in his apartment because it was closer and this way he 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ  {ƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ  

So, but after a while, one morning, we got a phone call that the last remaining 

teacher in this [unintelligible 0:07:21.0] had committed suicide, so that was the 

end of thaǘΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΧƘƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŦŦƻǊŘΚ  Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŜ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

with one student, no matter how much they would charge, it was impossible.  

{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ L ǿŀǎ мм ƻǊ мн ƻǊ 

13, somewhere in that area, probŀōƭȅ мнΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΧǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ 

aǊΦ IŀǳǇǘΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΧŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘǳǘƻǊƛƴƎΧǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΦ  L 

went there every morning around 8:15 and I think he was a bit lazy and I was 

supposed to do some assignments when I came because it would give him a 

chance to get up and have breakfast.  So I think he got the better part of the 

ŘŜŀƭΦ  !ƴŘ L ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ мм ƻǊ мн ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ  L ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘΧL ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƘŀŘ 

Hebrew classes in the afternoon.  We had that.  Hebrew classes were required 

by the government, or religious education was a requirement, was part of the 

curriculum. 

 

Interviewer: What was the setting for your religious education? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Pardon me? 

 

Interviewer: What was the setting for your religious education? 



 

Lore Oppenheim: !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜΧǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǘ 

which we attended.  Like in my grade school, one of the rabbis came in everyday 

or Tuesdays and Thursday from 10 to 11 and gave the religious education.  As 

ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜΧŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƻǊ 

Protestant minister the Protestant children.  Eventually that was discontinued, 

they moved all the Jewish children, one or two afternoons a week into a public 

school.  We had our classes there.  So there were about 10, 12 children and we 

ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊΧōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ education we had.  Maybe not as 

good as now, but we had a good Hebrew education. 

 

Interviewer: 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мл ŀƴŘ ммΧȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

were separate from the Protestants, protestants from the Catholic, did you have 

a sense that it was any different to be Jewish than it was than the Protestants 

had a sense of being different from the Catholics? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Well, of course, because they were separated on purpose. So that each one, 

there was no Sunday school.  No Sunday school.  All the religion was taught as 

part of the curriculum, and the respective ministers attended and when the 

classes were over everybody got together again for math or whatever was the 

ƴŜȄǘ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΧƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

way it was being done.  Then later on we were all together in one school, and 

ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀŘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ 

ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘΦ  Lt was 

just a fact that I was very bored.  It was a lonesome thing to have private 

ǘǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƎŜ мл ƻǊ мм ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ мрΣ мс ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ мп ƻǊ мрΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ 

ǿŀǎΦ  {ƻ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ  

I belong to Jewish organizations and I had contact with them, and it was a very 

limited situation.  My education was great in some aspects and poor in others.  I 

had excellent, excellent instruction in foreign languages.  I had good geography 

classes.  I had fair math classes.  They were nothing to write home about.  I 

ƘŀŘΧǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L ƘŀǾŜΚ  L ƘŀŘ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

forth.  So then at one point in my education, that was pretty late, I must have 

been 15, 16 by then.  The Jewish school in Frankfurt, there was a [Philanthropie 

(sp) 0:11:36.2], which was a very large, beautiful, old Jewish school.  They had a 

curriculum that was based on the Cambridge College curriculum in England.  

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ƙad teachers from 

ǘƘŜƳ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  aȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΧŀƴŘ 



that was a year and a half and then you get your English matriculation, you were 

ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ мфот ǘƘŀǘΧƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ψоу ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  L ǘƘink 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ !ǇǊƛƭ мǎǘΣ ΨоуΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ 

supposed to go for a few years and ended up because if I had stayed with the 

ǘǳǘƻǊΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΧƴƻ ƘƛƎƘ 

school degree.  There was no [unintelligible 0:12:28.2], which is what one strives 

for, nothing at the end, you just stopped.  So I went there.  It was difficult.  It 

was two-thirds of the classes were taught in English all of a sudden instead of in 

German. 

 

Interviewer: How did you adjust? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: You worked very hard.  You worked very hard.  It was difficult, but it was 

manageable.  And of course it was good, for instance, all of their students, they 

were all from the [Philanthropie (sp) 0:13:00.4ϐ ƳƻǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘΧǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

have chemistry, so they started with chemistry, I had had chemistry, but they 

ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎΦ  {ƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŀŘΦ  CƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

know anything about physics, so I had to pick up physics in a foreign language 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǎȅΦ  !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘΦ  L ƳŜŀƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ 

average to good student.  It was more for excellent students basically, so those 

of us that were average to good worked hard at it, but it was manageable. 

 

Interviewer: Where did the motivation come from in that setting?  In other words, you 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Well, you wanted an education.  You knew you had to leave Germany and I 

wanted something to conclude my education.  This would have given me the 

finishing touches so that I could start college or could start vocationally or 

career-wise or something, but you had to do something.  And my parents, said 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƻΧŀƴŘ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  CƻǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ 

classroom with 20 other kids.  I lived with a very nice family that had young 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘΦ  L ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘΦ  {ƻ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ go 

back to the tutoring with the teacher that I was sick and tired of, you know what 

I mean?  Can you visualize yourself with one teacher for years and years and 

years and years?  That would get on your nerves. 



 

Interviewer: So I think at that point we might break and come back. 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Okay. 

 

Male: Did you miss being away from your parents? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Not that much.  I mean it was five days a week. I mean, I was a teenager and I 

was glad for the independence I had. 

 

Male: What were some of ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΧŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

school with a lot of other kids? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘΣ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ 

and yeah I had a few friends, two or three friends, and I was friendly, very close 

ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜΧǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

organist in our town and I liked her very much.  And she took meτshe belonged 

to music groups and she would take me along to her music groups and that was 

very interesting.  I met very nice, interesting people there.  So it really was a 

ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŦǳƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ  L ƘǳƴƎ ƛƴ 

there and I did fairly well, but it was complicated. 

 

Male: Okay. 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Okay. 

 

Interviewer: ²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

fact that you had this drive to succeed and excel, at what point going through 

thisτyou mentioned starting off basically at the age of 10 or 11 with your 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ȅƻǳΧL ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘ 



developed by this time, an awareness of the education that had been lacking.  

Was just sort of a gradual process? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Well, I suppose I grew up feeling that education was a very, very important 

thing.  That I had to have an education in order to succeed in life in order to live 

independent, halfway decent living, to make a decent living and live a good life, 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ŦŜƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

the thing was to get through school of some sort. 

 

Interviewer: So we have you now grappling with a foreign language and taking science 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘΧ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Science courses in a foreign language, can somebody try that.  It is not easy.  

Also English and French in a foreign language.  I mean almost everything, 80% 

ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΧŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

were not.  But one worked hard and one hung in there.  And in German schools 

ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘΦ  .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘΦ 

 

Interviewer: {ƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΧ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Yeah, right.  Okay, but then November 10th, 1938 came, and the Holocaust 

really started full strength there, and I picked up that morning and went home, 

but we knew a lot of people were in concentration camps, one was afraid of 

being in the subway, on the bus, on the train, everywhere, but I made my way 

home.  Meanwhile, my parents were taking English lessons, and one of the 

ladies from that school that [unintelligible 0:18:18.4] that I went to originally, 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΧǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

Kristallnacht, the daȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ YǊƛǎǘŀƭƭƴŀŎƘǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 

which, it was a day after I think.  The businesses were all destroyed and all that 

sort of thing.  And on the way to our house, I met this French teacher and the 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ άLǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ  {ƻ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ 

ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘΦέ  aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜΧŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

us at that time, was two men.  So by the time I got home, mother told me that 

my father had left the house and was going to be with friends somewhere.  

²ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΧL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 



expect that some way they would go there and try and capture him because 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧbŀȊƛǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΣ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ 

into concentration camp.  So my uncle had went to the hospital quick and got a 

hernia operation that day.  He figured he was safe there and he needed hernia 

operation anyhow, or prostate I think it was.  Okay, he had an operation, and 

my father left to be with friends and he stayed away a few days and then he 

came back, but he was all right, he was not taken into concentration camp, but 

that was a conclusion of that education for me. 

 

Interviewer: Well, how did you know?  You said that you knew this was happening.  Was it 

word of mouth?  Obviously, the press was controlled. 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Yes, of course.  Of course, everybody knew right away what was happening.  

¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿΧǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘȅǇŜǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

the windows.  My parents had a wholesale food business, and that was all 

ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΦ   

You knew that.  You knew everything was happening.  All the peopleτthere 

were telephones.  People were arrested... 

 

Interviewer: It would just seem that it would be so unbelievable that you would question 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎΧ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ǿŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 

that was the end of that school.  So then I stayed home for a while.  Now, what 

am I going to do?  Then, at that point it became very, very imperative that we 

did everything we possibly could to get out of Germany.  We had tried to get an 

American visa before, but we were denied because I had a rash on my leg.  It 

was a new dermatitis, and the doctor also said my father had a heart condition.  

Well, my father never in his life had a heart condition and he lived to the age of 

млмΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎǘΧǘƘŜ !Ƴerican doctor in 

Germany who lived hard and fast could possibly have lived to a 101.  But the 

visa was denied us and that was not very fair because we were basically healthy 

of course, but there was a lot of graft going on as to visas, American visas.  

People had numbers, quota numbers, and when our quota number came up, 

муол ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΧǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎŀΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

lot of graft had been going on with money and sex and everything else.  I think it 



was more sex and money.  And so, what are we going to do now?  There are all 

ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΦ  hƪŀȅΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘΧǿŜƭƭ 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ L ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōƻǊŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƻƻƪΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣέ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀǎ мр ƻǊ мсΦ  άL ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 

ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘΦέ  {ƻ L ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ health.  I 

was always interested in children, so then an opportunity opened up of a 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 

ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻƳŜΦ  .ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ 

their free heƭǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǇŀȅŜŘ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

of an education, but it was a practical education.  Now, I went there and it 

lasted, it was also a couple of years of course, and lasted for about a year or so 

that I went.  I enjoyed it.  I enjoyed working with children very much and I again 

was with peers, with people my age, which was very nice and I made friends, of 

course.  It seems that I was always searching for situations where there were 

peers my age.  So what happened then?  Wait a minute.  Okay, and after a year 

or so my parents finally found a way of leaving Germany, and that was an 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  bƻǿΣ Ŏŀƴ L Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΧ 

 

Interviewer: Please. 

 

Lore Oppenheim: ΧǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΚ  aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƘŀŘ immigrated to the 

Dominican Republic.  My uncle was a specialist in fertilizer production and he 

got a very good job with the government making fertilizer out of bird droppings 

and various other chemical things.  My aunt was a piano teacher and she taught 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇƛŀƴƻΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜΦ  hƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ 

driving out into the country with a native chauffer, and in sort of the middle of 

the country, middle of nowhere, he sees there was a car that had broken down, 

and again a native chauffer and a Caucasian person was in that car.  So my uncle 

ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴȅ 

ƘŜƭǇΦέ  {ƻ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΣ LΩƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

[unintelligible 0:24:41.7], may I give ȅƻǳ ŀ ǊƛŘŜΚ  ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǊƛŘŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ 

ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƘ ȅŜǎΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ŎŀǊ ōǊƻƪŜ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿΣ ǎƻ 

LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜy got into the car and on the way he 

ǘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Dominican Republic. I think you saved my life, if I can ever do a favor to you, 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿΦέ  {ƻ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ me a big favor, my 



sister and brother-in-law and their daughter have a visa to the Dominican 

wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ 

order to come to the Dominican Republic, they need a transit visa through the 

United States because the boat goes via New York, and they cannot get 

ǘƘŀǘΧƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǾƛǎŀΦέ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ  LΩƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ 

CǊŀƴƪŦǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǾƛǎŀΦέ  {ƻΧL ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

jumped ahead. 

 

Interviewer: Go baŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΧ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: hƪŀȅΦ  {ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΧǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜΧŀŦǘŜǊ L ƭŜŦǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘΧŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Dominican Republic.  I think it was already the Dominican Republic.  And we 

were going through Lisbon and ItalyτItaly was at that time not in the warτby 

United States to the Dominican Republic.  We got as far as, I think, Munich.  I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻǿƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ [ƛǎōƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ a different 

way.  Okay, we got as far as Munich.  They took all the Jewish people off the 

train and saidτwe were supposed to go through Italy, not Lisbon, through 

ItalyτǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭΧLǘŀƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ȄƛǎΦ  άbƻ 

more Jewish pŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ LǘŀƭȅΤ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜΦέ  

{ƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ  L ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ 

wherever we were supposed to go, and I was running a high fever on top of it 

all.  And so we got off the train, went into the train dining room of the station, 

ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴŜȄǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪΦ  L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƳŜΦ  hŦ 

course at that point, one is very paranoid and very, very suspicious.  The 

ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΣ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ 

CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΣ ƪŜǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ LǘŀƭȅΣ 

ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΚέ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  {ƻ ǿŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ 

ά¸ŜǎΦέ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƴŜŀǊōȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  {ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩt have much, your money was sitting in a Germany 

bank somewhere in your hometown, but you have with you was a few dollars, 

$4 or whatever, but I did also have the house key because I forgot to leave at 

ƘƻƳŜΦ  {ƻ ǿŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƪŀȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘ ǳǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ and two days later we 

went back home.  Well, back home already two other families were in our 

ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅΧǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜȅ 

permitted only one room, one or two rooms per family to live in.  So they were 



already, well we were three families in there and my uncle in this three-

bedroom apartment.  So, what could we do?  We went back and we adjusted to 

life and stayed in Germany until another opportunity should arise.  Meanwhile 

again, yeah, I was stranded education-wise, what was I going to do next?  You 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻΧƻƴŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ  L 

liked that, but then he left or whatever happened.  He left and that petered out.  

{ƻ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƴǳǊǎŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ 

hospital in Berlin, which was fine, which I enjoyed and I liked it and it went for 

about a year.  And then all of a sudden, they chose people or the hospital know 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΧǎƘƻǳƭŘ L Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎŀƴ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ 

stay on the tape?  It stays on.  Okay, by that time my uncle had given a ride to 

this American consul and he had made arrangements to get visas again for us 

through Frankfurt over Dominican Republic and it was just a matter of trying to 

ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ōƻŀǘΧŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿΧǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

few months or few weeks to get tƘŜǊŜΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΧǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǎƛȄ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦέ  {ƻ 

ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎΣ they picked me.  So for a 

few days I was winding spools in a factory. 

 

Interviewer: Spools of thread? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Spools of thread.  Yeah, it was a thread factory.  So I did that and my mother 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ immigration, you 

ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦέ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ  

So I went home and I stayed there and then meanwhile this gentleman from the 

Dominican Republic, the American consul, had arranged for our visas and we 

actually got on a train to leave Germany again.  Now, that was 1941.  You see, 

ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ Ψоу ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ мфпм ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŀǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘΧ!ǳƎǳǎǘ ΨпмΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎΧǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ 

the last train, as it turned out, to the last boat that left Germany.  I mean it was 

ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǊƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

Germany through France, through Spain, through Portugal, into Lisbon.  And the 

interesting thing was that every time the train stopped somewhere for some 

reason, probably to change engines or something, we had to pull all the shades 

down in the train so that nobody could look and see all those Jews leaving 

Germany.  Yeah, it was all part of persecution.  They found every little bƛǘΧŜǾŜǊȅ 



little way of persecuting people, to persecute, and they did.  And so we finally 

ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ [ƛǎōƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǿŀǎΧƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

very nice boat except that we were downstairs in dormitories.  Men and women 

dormitories ŀƴŘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŘƻǊƳƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ  {ƻ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ 

to the dormitories, now we only had a transit visa for the United States.  We 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘΧǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ Ǿƛǎŀ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ 

one boat and immediately go on to the next boat and leave for the Dominican 

Republic once we hit the New York harbor.  Okay, we hit New York Harbor, what 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΧǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜΧL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

war yet, but it was coming close to entering the war.  We arrived on Labor Day 

мфпм ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜƳōŀǊƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ [ŀōƻǊ 5ŀȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘƛǇ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŦŜŜΦ  {ƻ ǿŜ 

stayed on the boat an extra day, and then instead of getting unto the boat to 

the Dominican wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘΧǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ 

ǳǎ ƻƴ 9ƭƭƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ά¸ƻǳ 

cannot use your transit visa, you cannot leave the States.  You could have 

looked, you could be looking into the harbor, looked in our boats and could be 

ǎǇȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘΦέ  ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎŀƴ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΚέ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  

So we stayed on Ellis Island, which was not bad, and again I got a little bit of 

education because there was a nurse who was teaching me to take care of 

ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎΦ  bƻǿΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΧL ƪƴŜǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜΧǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

with infants there, and they were very happy to let me babysit and increase my 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅƘƻǿΦ  

{ƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄΧǿŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƪŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ 9ƭƭƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǾƛǎŀΣ 

ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘΦέ  hƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ²Ŝ 

were allowed to work somehow in certain situations, but not in others.  So there 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƘ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ and brother-in-law live there and 

they have three children, they need a baby nurse.  One of them is a baby, could 

ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΚ  ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΚέ  !ƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ǳǊŜΦέ  {ƻ ǘƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƴȅ 

career as baby nurse.  And then got to the United States that way. 

 

Interviewer: ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƛǘΧǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΧǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΚ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Very nerve-wracking.  It was a very nerve-wracking experience and because 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǳŘ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ 



because you think somebody is going to come and get you, yourself, your 

father, your mother, or somebody else.  You had to pass the house where the 

Nazis were holding prisoners at times, it was on the road to visiting a girl friend, 

so it was a very frightening experience, very nerve-wracking, where everybody 

is very, very tense.  One of the things we had to do was pull down black-out 

ǎƘŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀ ƭight on.  If you went to a room to turn on the 

light on the black out shade, this could be your death.  They could imprison you 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǇȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

!ƭƭƛŜŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ really did.  Once, someone 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ ŦƭƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

down yet.  And a warden came, all these volunteer wardens that were hanging 

around came and said, oh, blah, blah, blah, it was big deal.  But fortunately, the 

thing was smoothed over and nothing happened.  But you never know when 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴΧƎŜǘ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ƻǊ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ 

or anything, it went on for years, it was a very nerve-wracking experience.  But 

also one of the things I resented so very much was that I was deprived of any 

kind of normal teenage years.  There was no normalcy to my life.  There were no 

boyfriends around because most everyone was gone; I think I had a date one or 

two times.  The girls that I liked from other schools that were non-Jewish, of 

course they would pass you right by the street and look straight in your eye and 

not smile or see anything.  So you lost all those friends and your Jewish friends 

gradually all left and it was a very horrible experƛŜƴŎŜΦ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǎŜƴǘΧL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

one of the things I resent the most, that you were deprived.  There is a period of 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƎŜ мл ǘƻ нм ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦΧL ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǾƻƛŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΣ ƛǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ L 

ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛǘΦ  

!ƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΧǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜunion in 

Switzerland and I went there for two days to my hometown, two and a half 

days, actually.  I spent two and a half days in Germany.  And I was full of anger, 

really.  I would cash a traveler check in a bank that my father used to deal with.  

I pickeŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀƴƪ ǘƻ ŎŀǎƘ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪΦ  !ƴŘ L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ L ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊǎΦέ  L ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ōƛƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  L 

ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎΧL ǎƘould have brought that picture, I thought of it too late.  And 

there is this three large, large apartments and two little apartments, one on top 

and one on bottom.  I walked up there and there were 24 units in that building.  

Two very large ones and they cut up all the rest of it, like our floor, our 

apartment was an entire big floor, they cut that up into any number of units.  

!ƴŘ L ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳȅΧL 

was with a cousin who grow up with me, and he had orchestrated this very 

carefully, and so on and so forth.  And I walked up the street, which I thought 



always was a long street that would take me about 10 minutes to walk up, and 

ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ LΩƳ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  !ƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘΣ 

ά!ƭŦǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ȅŜǘΦέ  

Everything that seemed like a big distance and today it looks real close together.  

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  {ƻ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸Ŝǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

was beautifully restored, repainted, nothing had happened to it.  The little 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘΧǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

were only about three feet high, made delicious pears and other fruit and 

flowers, something that was carefully nourished because it was a small garden, 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ  !ƴŘ L ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊΧL ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΧŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ L ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ 

with closed doors.  So finally somebody came and looked at me questioningly 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ŀƴ L ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  !ƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƘΣ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻǿΦέ  L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  hƘΣ ǎƘŜ looked 

at me.  She opened the door to her apartment, she opened it about 10 inches, 

slithered in and slammed the door shut and locked it. 

 

Interviewer: So I want to go into that a little more, but come back for the moment because 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎΧǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘΦ  

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ 9ƭƭƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Okay.  Right.  And then I took the job as the baby nurse.  And that went fine and 

ǘƘŜƴ L ǘƻƻƪΧL ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ family six months or so, and then I decided to 

take a better paying job because I knew baby nurses, young ones, were in 

demand.  So I took another job with another family, just taking care of one child.  

This was three children, including two teenagers and one not very healthy baby.  

And I took a job with another one with a physician and that was fine.  And as I 

was growing into my very late teens and maybe closer to 20, I said to myself, 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚ  L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ƻǊ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ  LΩƳ ŦǊŜŜ ƻƴŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 

Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ŘŀǘŜΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƳŜŜǘΧƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΚέ  !ƴŘ L ƳŜŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ 

ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ Ƨƻōǎ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

to work in offices or stores.  I liked to work with children, and I said to myself, 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ L ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ 

find some sort of an education where I could finish off with a diploma or license 

or sometƘƛƴƎΦέ  {ƻ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

friends who knew the field quite well, and decided to study occupational 

therapy, to go to college.  The first thing I did was wanting to go to college.  



²ŜƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ L ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘΧL ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ 

Colombia University and I really did not have the credentials for college with all 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ L ƘŀŘΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

diploma.  I had like 12 years of one kind of class and eight years of another kind 

ƻŦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƳƛȄ ǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ 

finish your high school education before you can do thisΦέ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦέ ²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘ ƧǳǎǘΧƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  {ƻ 

then I decided, okay, I have decided, I waited a little bit longer, decided to go 

into occupational therapy.  Because nursing really, I was afraid the hours again 

would not do well with having my own family.  The pediatrician of the child I 

ǘƻƻƪ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΚ L Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻōǎ ȅƻǳ 

ǿŀƴǘΦέ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ 

you cŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦέ  {ƻ ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

nursing really was at a premium, I mean I could have made all kinds of money as 

ŀ ōŀōȅ ƴǳǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ  .ǳǘ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ L ǿŀǎ 

living with.  I liked that very much it was a young family and that was fine.  I also 

learned English there and I learned to become American, as Americanized as 

possible.  It was a very good entry.  Something I recommend for the Russian 

families.  It was a good way of getting used to things.  And I finally explored 

occupational therapy and NYU, New York University, was teaching it, and so I 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƻƪŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ 

you need to finish up high school credits before.  You have gotten enough 

ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎΦέ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

credits to miss. 

 

Interviewer: ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǊΧΚ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Well, I decided to do it simultaneously.  I decideŘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ 

ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƪŀȅΣ LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŀǎ L Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴƎΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ 

which I would take, that already helped me along with this high school English, 

ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΧL ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

in funds.  I have to figure out how I was going to use the funds that I had earned 

ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ōŀōȅ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΧL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ money from 

ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  {ƻ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 

ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΦ  .ǳǘ 

ŀƴȅƘƻǿΣ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜΧƪƴŜǿ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ 

speciŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ  



And you start off with one curriculum, you get a sheet as a freshman.  They say, 

in order to graduate in 1950 in occupational therapy, you have to have so many 

courses of psychology, so many of anatomy, so many of physiology and all those 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

change their curriculum very often.  But once you have your green sheet with 

ȅƻǳΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎƘŜŜǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΧƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΦ  !ƴŘ L ǿŀǎ Ǝƻƛƴg to stay in the school and I 

was going to continue one way or the other, so eventually I went to one of 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊŜǇ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜ 

can help you get your high school credits for all those courses if you attend 

ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎΣέ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜƴΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ƛƴ 

French and you can make up three or four credits in French.  And I had English 

credits I made up in the school, and then German credits I made up somehow 

too, so I really made French and German credits up without going back to 

school, by taking the entrance exams, the regions exams, New York regions 

exams, which were difficult.  And the English, L ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ 

you take the courses and you should be able to pass the exam, then we will give 

ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣέ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  {ƻ L ǿƻǊƪ Ƴȅ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ L ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜǊŜΦέ  L ƳŀǘǊƛŎǳƭŀǘed finally. 

 

Interviewer: How long did all this process take? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: ¢ǿƻΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ƳŀǘǊƛŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦέ  {ƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

pressed anger by the advisor.  We eventually got it all straightened out and I got 

my five years of education as an occupational tƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭΧмл 

months of clinical affiliation.  I got all that done.  Meanwhile, I thought I could 

work, do some of this high school stuff and take maximum amount of credits, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛŘŜŀΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ L ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎh, got my 

diploma and became an occupational therapist and got my job.  And that was 

ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ  L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦ  LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴ 

ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘΦ  LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƭŀŘ L ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ 

hard for the education, but it was all very, very much worthwhile.  And I think 

ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 



ǿŀƴǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀŘƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ it. 

 

Interviewer: {ƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜΧƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ 

you received themτ 

 

Lore Oppenheim: However I received them. 

 

Interviewer: You were able to at that point you were not lacking at all in the training and 

background and so forth? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: hƘ ƴƻΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  LΩƳ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

registered with the American Occupational Therapy, so I was then licensed in 

the state of Tennessee and I have all my credentials.  I mean, I had those in 

мфрлΣ L Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  !ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳмфоп ǘƻ мфрм ƻǊ Ψрл ǘƻ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΧL ƘŀŘ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ мфон ǘƻ мфос ƻǊ ΨнуΧŦǊƻƳ мфну ǘƻ мфон 

ƻǊ ΨооΣ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ L ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊŀȊȅ ƳƛȄŜŘ-up stuff from 

1933 to 1950, and then ended up again with a normal ending to my education. 

 

Interviewer: Now, 1950, what transpired at this point for you? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: ²ŜƭƭΣ L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜōǊŀƭ ǇŀƭǎȅΧ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

Cerebral Palsy of Passaic, New Jersey in an outpatient clinic and I work there for 

ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ LΩƳ ŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ 

hospitals and I have my affiliations in hospitals, but I decided to work in schools. 

 

Interviewer: What brought you to that decision just because there were so many? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Well, I wanted to work with the children.  I wanted long term, I wanted to see 

my patients longer than for six weeks or eight weeks or three months that they 

were in the hospital, and then they go ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ 



ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ  L ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

disability patients.  So I decidedτand also the hours are betterτand so at first I 

worked in outpatient clinic then I took a job in the south of New York with the 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ  !ƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ƘŀŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ 

first few years until this child was three years old.  Three and a half years old 

and could go to a good Jewish day school in New York in [unintelligible 

0:52:35.8].  And then I took a job with the school system, New York school 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ [ƻƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ .ǊƻƻƪƭȅƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭΧŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

for handicapped children as part of the public school.  Took that until my second 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀƳŜΣ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘΧǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

moved to Nashville from New York. 

 

Interviewer: What timeframe are we talking about now? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: мфртΧΩруΣ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ мфруΦ  aȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ΨртΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ Ψрт ŀƴŘ 

ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ΨруΣ wƻǎƘ IŀǎƘŀƴŀƘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ wƻǎƘ IŀǎƘŀƴŀƘΦ  !ƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

back to work and I worked at Junior League Home for Crippled Children two 

days a week, again with handicapped children. 

 

Interviewer: ²Ƙŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΚ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

just came to Nashville, what was the decision thatτ? 

 

Lore Oppenheim: Well, it was a business proposition for my husband.  He wanted to work here 

with my brother and sister-in-law, and they had a factory and they were anxious 

for him to join them because they wanted someone from the family to be 

involved with the business.  So it was a good opportunity, it was a good stepping 

stone for them and for us because my husband was in the jewelry business and 

bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ  9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǎƻ 

after, when my daughter was about three and a half or three 

someǿƘŜǊŜΧŀƴȅƘƻǿΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 

ƎǊŀƴǘΧ.ƛƭƭ ²ƛƭƪŜǊǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ 

there until that grant was used up and then I took a two-day week job at Junior 

League Home for Crippled ChƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L 

was busy with my own children, and then I went with public health, Tennessee 




