
 

 

  

Critical Thinking/Discussion Questions: –Olivia Newman 

Website: https://tnholcom.org/  

1. Olivia’s story is a remarkable one of surviving the war by hiding in the open. If two Jews 
can live as Germans in Germany during the war, what does this say about Nazi “race 
theory”? Click the link below for more information about the theory. 

“Nazi Racial Science” 

http://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/search-the-
collections/bibliography/nazi-racial-science  

(n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2017, from http://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-
collections/search-the-collections/bibliography/nazi-racial-science  
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2. It was only after her mother’s death that Olivia learned of her extraordinary survival story. 
Her mother never spoke of it with her. Today, we know more about how individuals respond 
to traumatic events, and that many survivors of trauma suffer from PTSD: post traumatic 
stress disorder. Why do you think her mother did not want to discuss this with her after the 
war? Use the resources linked below to prepare your answer. 

“Post traumatic stress disorder” 
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/post-traumatic-stress-
disorder/basics/definition/con-20022540 

 (n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2017, from http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/post-
traumatic-stress-disorder/basics/definition/con-20022540  

“Psychological Trauma and the Holocaust” 
https://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/search-the-
collections/bibliography/psychological-trauma-and-the-holocaust 

(n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2017, from https://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-
collections/search-the-collections/bibliography/psychological-trauma-and-the-holocaust 
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3. Olivia found out about her story from her mother’s diary, which is considered a primary 
source. This diary is crucial to Olivia’s understanding of her history. Do you keep a diary? Do 
you think technology and social media has caused people to not keep diaries? Do you think 
social media qualifies as a primary source? 

Use the links below to inform your answers: 

“Primary and secondary sources in history” 
http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/primarysecondary 

  (n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2017, from http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/primarysecondary 

“Why Do Historians Value Letters and Diaries?” 
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/letters/whydo.html  

  (n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2017, 
from http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/letters/whydo.html  

“Social Media as a Primary Source” 
http://er.educause.edu/articles/2013/12/social-media-as-a-primary-source-a-coming-of-
age 

  (n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2017, from http://er.educause.edu/articles/2013/12/social-
media-as-a-primary-source-a-coming-of-age 
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4. Anne Frank is the most well known story of hiding during the Holocaust. How did Anne’s 
experience as a hidden child differ from Olivia’s? 

Click the link below to view “Remembering Anne Frank” and review the film and Timeline of 
Olivia Newman to research your answer. 

Remembering Anne Frank PDF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Write a diary entry of at least three pages describing your current life with the intended 
audience being your future relatives. 

 

http://new.tnholcom.dev.php56-19.dfw3-1.websitetestlink.com/uploads/files/Remembering%20Anne%20Frank%20-%20PDF.pdf
https://tnholocaustsurvivorsarchive.org/uploads/files/Remembering%20Anne%20Frank%20-%20PDF(1).pdf

